No action was taken in the case which renders it also doubtful.
In another case reported bj Surgeon-Major E. A. Fitzgerald from Jaunpur, a woman stated that she had been poisoned bj her paramour. She was wandering and had a half wild look, with a brown dry tongue, intense thirst and contracted pupila. An emetic was given, and she gradually recovered. The vomited matters shewed "nothing particular" and had no special smell, so that this case is also doubtful, and Dr. McLeod In 186 cases the presence or absence of opium is not men- tioned, but a large number of these were undoubtedly genuine cases of opium poisoning. The easy formula " died of the effects of opium" is still too frequently employed, and in one case where the stomach was not examined " the fluidity of the blood backed by the history of the case [not given] indicate opium poisoning."
The quantity of the poison taken or found in the stomach is mentioned 82 times and varied from 2 grains to four ounces. Suicides as a rule take a large quantity to insure success, and the finding of several drachms or ounces of opium may be said to prove suicide, as no such quantity could well be taken accidentally and homicide by opium is next to unknown.
Surgeon R. Reed of Futtehgarii, reporting the case of a man in whose stomach four ounces were found, says that he " ate the opium slowly piece by piece [Mat 1, 1876. 4 or 5 a. si. The matter was reported to me about 6-30; and I at once went to the Jail. I found him held up by his friends; he was almost unconscious and in an intensely sleepy condition; the pupils were contracted to the size of a pin's head and his breathing was somewhat stertorous: he had been warned the previous day to resign his In 12 of 14 cases where the jpost-mortem appearances are described, the brain or its membranes or both were found congested. In six the lungs, in five the liver, in four the kidneys and in nine the stomach were similarly affected. The spleen is noted as congested three times, and in 4 of the 5 cases in which the heart is mentioned, it was found distended with blood. The appearances are, in fact, those caused by a narcotico-irritant, and the only one which would especially indicate dhatura apart from the finding of the seeds, is a dilated condition of the pupils. This is noted in 8 instances and is never mentioned as absent, although it. is not to be looked for in every case, and may, when present, be due to other causes.
Three of the deaths were in children, 5 in old persons, 9 were adults, 20, 22, 25, 30, (2) All felt a tingling sensation about the throat and gullet, were purged, vomited, and were greatly exhausted. Two died, and on dissection presented almost, identical appearances:?Subarachnoid effusion, congestion of brain, lungs and stomach, and collection of dark blood in the right cavities of the heart. Mr. Dwarka Nath Chatterjee.the civil medical officer, gave it as his opinion that aconite had been taken. (To be continued.)
